CIRCUIT

In uptempo Tel Az, a steady
supply of sunshine, hummus
and hedonism powers a dynamic
melting pot of class and culture,
ancicnt history and high-tech.

Photographs AMIT GERON

Words CARLI PHILIPS [

196 belle

(TEL AVIV SKYLINE)

This page While sleek skyscrapers
continue to plerce the Tel Aviv skyline,
preservation projects are also on the
increase. Opposite page The Holon
Design Museum’s sweeping steel-
ribboned form was conceived by
influential Israeli-born architect, artist
and industrial designer Ron Arad.
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Clockwisc from top lcft Aka White
City, Tel Aviv has 4000 Bauhaus-
style buildings built by Jewish
architects who fled Germany in
the 1930s. Jaffa seaport. Alon
Segev Art Gallery. Graphic
window restoration. The Bauhaus
Center. Agas & Tamar jewellery
boutique in the creative Neve
Zedek area. Luxe Norman Hotel.

thriving metropolis with the energy of New York and a rich,

storied history, the pint-sized ‘White City’ of Tel Aviv boasts

the largest concentration of 1930s Bauhaus architecture

anywhere. A melting pot of class and culture, it’s a leader in

medical research, sustainable farming and technology.
Bursting at the seams with dynamic start-ups, an emerging art and design
culture and a feisty bar and culinary scene, there’s also a hypnotic sense of
history and commitment to conservation. With its infectious hedonism,
it’s also called the ‘Miami of the Med’ but there’s nothing quite like it.

Tel Aviv’s 14-kilometre promenade on the Mediterranean, the Tayelet,
stretches from the ancient port of Jaffa in the south to the revamped
harbour in the north. Tere, a warehouse has been transformed into the
impressive B&B ITALIA SHOWROOM (bebitalia.com) by starchitects PITSOU
KEDEM (pitsou.com). Strict laws that require heritage facades to remain
intact have also resulted in a crop of discreet boutique hotels. Housed in a
1920s mansion, the 12-room HOTEL MONTEFIORE (hotelmontetiore.co.il) is
chic and relaxed with ARIA (en.ariatlv.co.il), its buzzy French-Vietnamese
restaurant and bar, delivering invendve cockreails and nightly DJs. Run by
sibling entrepreneurs Adi and Irit Strauss, the eclectic ALMA HOTEL (en.
almahotel.co.il) scores points for its Bulgari amenities. Chef Yonatan
Roshfeld creates deconstructed dishes at downstairs Alma Lounge where
his Golan Heights-spiced lamb reigns supreme. Luxe NORMAN HOTEL
(thenorman.com) is one of the only non-waterside hotels to have a pool. A
chic stay near the beach is MENDELI STREET HOTEL (mendelistreethotel.com).

A mild climate makes for an outdoorsy city, with joggers, walkers and
cyclists sharing the streets. At the city’s tree-lined heart is the exclusive
pedestrian-only Rothschild Boulevard, perfect for people watching. In
nearby Bialik Streetis the BAUHAUS MUSEUM, while the BAUHAUS CENTER
(bauhaus-center.com) is the place to go for guided walks of the area.

Dining is almost always alfresco, with sidewalks packed from dawn
until late. CAFE SHELEG (Ge'ula Street 44) is a bohemian spot with great
coffee, while contemporary bakery BREAD AND €O (corner Ben Yehuda
and Ben Gurion Streets) has mouthwatering baked goods. DA DA & DA
(Rothschild Boulevard 7) is a gem of a brassiere offering takeaway meals,
but it’s worth dining in and soaking up the lovely French-style interior.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SHAI EPSTEIN (BAUHAUS CENTER), ASSAF PINCHUK (THE ROTHSCHILD HOTEL)

Clockwise from top left Taizu calls
itself an ‘AsiaTerranean’ kitchen.

B&B Italia’s glamorous showreom.

Cantina restaurant at Rothschild
71 hotel. Elemento Design at Jaffa
market. The Old Man and the Sea
restaurant. Topolopompo “fire’
restaurant serves smoking hot
East Asian fare. Tel Aviv Museum
of Art. B&B Italia.
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Cl isc from top left Neve
Zedek is a charming village-like

neighbourhood. Hafatzim is the
go-to place for homewares in
Neve Zedek. The restaurant at
Mendeli Street Hotel. Holon
Design Museum. Street art.
The Library Bar at The Norman
Hotel. Popular Gordon Beach.
A private terrace at the Alma
Hotel. A suite at the Alma.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SIVAN ASKAYO (LIBRARY B4R NORMAN HOTEL).

SHAI EPSTEIN (BAUHAUS CENTE R), [TAY SKOLSKI (THE ALMA)

A rich farming economy lends itself to ultra-fresh produce so it’s hard to
go wrong with street food. Falafel and pita bars are a dime a dozen, but
HAKOSEM (Shlomo Hamelech Street 1) has the best sabich — a fluffy pita
dripping in fried eggplant, eggs and tahina. Jaffa’s ABU HASSAN (HaBarzel
Street 2) has a cult following for its hummus eaten from the bowl.

Jaffa is a maze of ancient stone buildings and winding alleys of artefacts
and small galleries. Bargaining is expected at the gritty JAFFA FLEA MARKET
(near the clock tower) with its aisles of vintage fashion, antiques and bric-a-
brac. Yossy Goldberg’s cavernous ELEMENTO DESIGN (elemento-design.
com) stocks a range of home furnishings and larger, custom pieces.

Housed in an old hangar, JAFFA PORT MARKET's (jaffamarket.co.il)
calling card is seafood and meat restaurant THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA
(Hangar 1), where 20 mezze arrive before orders are even taken.

Jaffais sacred to three major religions, and the concrete and glass PERES
PEACE HOUSE (peres-center.org) by Iralian architects STUSIO FUKSAS
(fuksas.it) occupies a fitting spot on the foreshore. Old neighbourhoods
here are being lovingly revived and, at night, narrow streets transform into
a humming warren of nameless, blink-and-you’ll-miss-it wine bars.

Home to artists since the 19th century, village-like Neve Tzedek is
dotted with homewares stores such as HAFATZIM (hafatzim.com) and
vintage-style GAVRIEL (13 Shabazi Street) and jewellery studios such as
charming AGAS & TAMAR (agasandtamardesign.com). The leafy terrace at
SUZANNA (suzana.rest-e.co.il) is the spot for hearty stuffed dishes and
soups. Restored railway station HATACHANA (hatachana.co.il), is now a
relaxed hub of casual shops and restaurants. Near the town centre is hectic
CARMEL MARKET (HaCarmel Street 11) with vendors hawking spices and
foods like sweet challah bread. In the city centre, historic monuments sit
alongside new buildings such as the AZRIELI TOWERS (next to Hashalom
train station) with its shopping mall. At the MUSEUM OF ART (ramuseum.
org.il) permanent collections show alongside cutting-edge Israeli work.

Dinner here kicks off late with MasterChef judge Eyal Shani ruling hot
venues such as MIZNON (miznon.com) with its famous cauliflower and
tahini dish. Share fresh plates and seafood skewers at the vibey CAFE
EUROPA (cafeeuropa.co.il). Mingle with models and media types at
MIZLALA (mizlala.coil) for sexed-up home cooking by cult chef Meir
Adoni. The famous nightlife kicks off late too. TAILOR MADE (tailormade99.
co.il) draws a stylish crowd for its artisan cocktails. For sunset drinks and
hookah pipes on the sand, head to LALA-LAND (lalalandtelaviv.co.il), but
during the day visit Hilton Beach for a party atmosphere. The deckchairs
may be pricier, but there’s a premium for lounging with the cool crowd.

Clockwise from
apartment was designed by
starchitects Pitsou Kedem.
A gracious suite at The Norman
Hotel. At the Bauhaus Center.
Hotel Montefiore is just off
Rothschild Boulevard. The
restaurant at Hotel Montefiore.
The cycling is easy on leafy
Rothschild Boulevard.
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