BACK TO BLACK

Fashion designer Jerry Shai-Sarig’s new apartment was
inspired by a bottle of perfume

By Yuval Sa’ar / Photos by David Bachar

e prominent aspect of the

apartment belonging 1o fash-

ion designer Jerry Shai-Sarig

is the dramatic effect of the
color black, which iz dominant in the
seating area, the lighting fictures, the
will closet that stretches along the width
af’ the Hving room, and even the owmer's
clothing. “Sometimes 1 have splashes of
caolar, it depends on my mood, but useally
it's black." she savs with & amibe. “When [
was a student I was very codorful, I didn't
have a single black item in my closen, but
that stage is over. It reached its expira-
tion date.”

Shal-5arig, 40, disagrees with the ar-
gumendt that this is not suitabbe for & resi-
dence. “It's me. It looks very dramatic,
bt when you live here it becames part of
your life. For example, it has a calming
effect om me, and it always looks clean,
even if it lsn't,” she langhs. “I always say
marybe we'll add a spot of color, but im the
end everyihing remains hlack and white.,
There's one sp of color,” she recalls,
“in the pwest bathroom. There's a purple
shelf there, And there's color in the chil-
dren's rooms too.™

Oither prominent features of the apart-
ment are iis dimensions and interior
division, The apartment measures 230
aquare meters (nod incleding a balcony
of 33 square meters), and it is divided
inta thres parts. In the centér is a liv-
ing meom, including & seating area with
heavy leather furniture, and an impres-
sive, wellequipped kitchen, which to-
gether take up about half the total aren
Om the right side is the children's wing,
which has two bedrooms, a bathroam,
shower and play aren; and on the left of
the entrance is the parents' wing, which
includes a bedroom with a glass wall
spparating it from the bathreom and stall
shower,

Architect Pitsou Kedem was in charge
of the intérior design. “Although I'm now
in the fashion worid, 1 stsdied architec-
ture, and mot only is it a fekd that greatly
interests me, 1 saw projects af his and
I was simply amazed," says Shai-Sarig
“] knew that if and when we moved he
would be the one 1o design the apart-
ment. He's amazingly talented and su-
per-prafessional, and shove all he's alsp
a wonderful person.

“His style suited us. Already during
the first meeting, even before we did the
planning, we said that we wanted space
and & lot of apen areas in the bouse. The
initial design of the building also dictat-
cd a clear division of the central ares and
iwo wings on the sides. | remember that
I came to the meeting with Fitsou with
a bottle of Lafvin perfume. 1 showed
him the bottle and said o him “You see
Hhe Bottle, that’s how 1 want the house.'
It was a purple-black bottle and 1 let him
amsell o, and that's how the bouse loosks.
Bam, my husband, thowght it was very
funny, but Pitsou understood. That's how
1 design, oo™

Shal-Sarig stuwdied architecture and
prodluct design at the WIZD Collepe of
Designin Haifa, and completed ber stud-
iesin 1998 She then worked in set design,
and eccasionally  designed  eostumes
as well After a few years she went 1o
Amsterdam o work on an exhibition and
stayed there for about two years. When
she returned to Isrsel, circumstances led
her o the fashion waorld

“That was at the start of the 2151 cen-
tary, and after two years o5 o solnried
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Sewing red (above): A touch of
calar in ol of the childron’s
resomns. The open plan kitchan
it} and bathroom (balew),
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‘| CAME TO THE
MEETING WITH
PITSOU WITH A
BOTTLE OF LANVIN
PERFUME. | SAID,
YO SEE THE
BOTTLE, THAT'S
HOW | WANT THE
RAOUSE.” IT WAS
A PURPLE-BLACK
BOTTLE AND | LET
HIM SMELL IT, AND
THAT'S HOW THE
HOUSE LOOKS!’
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worker, during which [ learned the en-
tire technical aspect, public relations
and fashion ilustrations, | realized that it
didn't suit me to work for someone else
In AN 1 opened a store on Dizengolf
Street in Tel Aviv. Everything I wear
is what | design. You could call it sivl-
ish street fashion; these aren't evening
clothes, but elothes that 1 or any woman
over 3 can wear around the clock.

“Sinee then, you could say that fashion
is my life. I live and breathe fashion 24
haurs & day for goad and far ill; it the es-
gepce of my life. Although [ started sew-
ing at o wery young age, only later did [
undersiand that that's what I wanted, and
gince then I've come fo aceept that. I love
the relatively immediate satisfaction in-
valved in working for a few months on
each collection. The mament the model
15 ready, producing the item of clothing
15 quife & rapid process. The immedinte
satisfaction is lots of fun, and there's also
the encounter with clients thal makes
mit happy and provides me with the rein-
forcement 1o continue what I'm doing. [
hove the tension, having my finger on the
pulse all the time, knowing what's going
om, although it's hard to be creative all
thi time.
~ "The situation in Israel and worldwide
ig tense (n any case, but over time I've
learned how to to pet away from that amd
get back to routing. Far example, o month
agn 1 was supposed to be ready with my
summer colleciion, and 1 got stuck. 1
dom't know why, something didn't ow. 1
took & weok off, I walked around mainly
in boy sbores, and somehow it worked ouat.
In ong day 1 was able (o do what T hadn't
dane in a month of work That's how it is
in every creative field; sometimes you
become overextended, but the idea is
nol 1o be pressured, te fow somehaw; it
works out in the end ™

Shai-Barig moved inte her present
apartment six montha ago with her hus-
band, Ram, who warks in computers, and
their two sons: Lan, 5, and Lee, 16 months,
Bella, “the amazing and wonderful dog,®
a l0-yearpld Great Dane, movied with
them. The family wsed to live on David
Hamelekh Boulevard in Tel Awlw “We
lived in & lovely apartment that over
looked the Bulevard, but we wanied a
slightly larger apartment and we also
wanted to change our style, There we had
a parquet floor; it wos something else en-
tirely,

“When we looked for o new apart-




ment we had very clear boundaries:
Jabotinsky Street 1o the morth and
Hashoftim Strect to the south. Althaugh
we're it fana af high-rise apartments,
I found this project by chance when [

was ot walking cne morming af & AN
There was a small slgn for boutigue
residences. 1 phoned immediately, they
got back to us, we made an appoiniowent,
they sent the simulation and [ told Ram
that we were going to Hve hera, that it
wis definitely going to be our home. The
simulation was af the penthouse, with no
relation to the apartments, but it loked
amazing." Thelr apartment, which faces
porth, is Incoted on Antokoliky Srest
on the fourth floor of a new eight-story
residentind building.

As someone who likes to cook, it was
important to ber that the kitchen be a
contral part of the house. 1 eook & lot,
and this way [ can see the entine howse;
you can see everyihing happening in
it. There aren't too many complicated
things here, it's very simple, and that's
one of the great things about Pitsou's
design. The house is very simple, very
smart, and living here is very pleasant.
If the children are playing and they
want quict, they close the glass doors,
and that way it's quiet, but we can see
them."

The main element in the design of the
central part of the home is a long wall
that is one large closet, whose doors
are compesed of dozens of rectangular
units thal are alternately embedded and
praominent. To the ochvious guestion &8 ta

whether she knows what there is in sach
section, Shai-Sarig replies: “It took me a
litile time, but yes, today 1 already know
what there is in each closet.™

To the Left of the front door k= the kitch-
en, which includes a large island with
a table and ekght chairs attached to i,
nnd abhove them eight pipe-shaped light-
ing fixtares. The play between heights
croates & visaal Separalion betwesn the
kitchen and the seating area. Beyond the
kitchen is the bedroom. The glass doors
that separate it from the bathroom block
the nodse, but not the light or the views
betwesn one space and another.

“The fact that i1 apen and there's
no separation reflects our life: an open
mind, we have no secrets, we don't con-
ceal anything. In any case, the children
enter our room when 1I'm in the bathtub,
s0 why shouldn't {t be comfortable for
them,” says Shai-Sarig with a smile.

“I've become 50 accusfomed o the
house, and it's not &t all & magazine-type
house,” she sums wp. “Children come
hiere, my son's friends come, they're cra.
£y nbout the house because they can play
soccer hire, they simply run arcund the
living room. On the other hand I'm obses-
sive about peatness; when they aren't
playing, everything is stored inside the
hack wall. I dont like to sec things out-
gide. I really don’.” L]

Thee maasber bathaooem. The lack of
soparation reflects: the lamily's lite.
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